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9.7 Where a structure installed on line is 

completed within the period during which 

instream works normally may be undertaken 

(July-September), flow may be re-established 

through the new structure, fish transferred from 

the temporary by-pass channel back to the 

original channel, and the by-pass 

decommissioned immediately on completion of 

the fish removal with the area levelled and 

landscaped as appropriate.  Such works may 

only take place following the giving of advance 

notice to IFI and under its supervision.   

9.8 Where a structure installed on line is not 

completed within the period during which 

instream works normally may be undertaken, 

flow may not except in exceptional 

circumstances be re-established through the 

new structure until the next approved ‘window’ 

for such instream works.  

9.9 Where on-line construction is not feasible 

and a structure is constructed off-line (subject to 

IFI approval), the course of the existing stream 

can be altered and new approach/departure 

channels designed and installed to link into the 

original stream channel 

9.10 IFI require where box and/or pipe 

culverts are installed off-line on fisheries waters 

that: 

9.10.1 Particular attention shall be given by 

designers and contractors to survey pre-

existing upstream and downstream 

stream bed levels at appropriate 

locations, taking account of the 

requirement to ensure newly installed 

box or pipe culverts are lain with their 

invert level 500 mm. below bed level, so 

that in overall terms the newly created 

section of stream shall replicate and 

where appropriate, improve on that 

which it replaces.  

9.10.2 The approach and departure channels 

for newly installed culverts shall be 

excavated and sized such as to replicate 

and be compatible with existing 

upstream and downstream channel 

conditions as regards width, depth, 

gradient and instream materials.  Bends 

and meanders shall be incorporated into 

the new channel.   

9.10.3 The approach and departure channels 

for newly installed culverts are back 

filled to a depth of up to 500 mm with 

clean round gravel in such size range as 

required where IFI determine that the 

material in the newly formed channel is 

unsuitable in terms of fish habitat.   

9.11 Where as an exceptional measure 

consequent on limited land availability or other 

space constraints a culvert having a gradient 

greater than 5% is permitted, IFI require as 

follows: 

9.11.1 Water velocity through the culvert 

should not exceed 1.2m/sec. in the case 

of salmonid habitat and 0.8 m/sec. in 

the case of cyprinid habitat. 

9.11.2 Baffles should be provided within the 

culvert structure to locally reduce flow 

velocity thus aiding fish swimming 

upstream without undue stress.   

9.11.3 The entry and exit points of the 

structure must be drowned out to a 

minimum depth of 150 mm. in the case 

of salmon waters and 100 mm. for trout 

waters. 
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preclude trenchless methodologies, open cut or 

trench type crossings may be undertaken. 

11.3 In the case of trenchless crossing of 

waters IFI require as follows: 

11.3.1 Locations for drill rig positioning and 

pipeline pull areas shall be chosen or 

engineered such that the fall is away 

from the waters in question, thereby 

facilitating installation of pollution 

containment and control facilities. 

11.3.2 Where drilling fluids are being returned 

for cleaning and re-use or recirculation 

through a temporary fluid return line, 

pneumatic leak testing shall be carried 

out to confirm the integrity of the return 

line. 

11.3.3 Where circumstances necessitate the 

running of a return fluid line across the 

bed of the waters being under bored, the 

pipeline shall be sunken and weighted 

down by means of prefabricated concrete 

collars or by sand bags attached using 

web construction straps, or such other 

means as appropriate and securely 

anchored.  Marker buoys and on-land 

marker posts will be required and all such 

fluid return pipelines and markers shall 

not interfere with or constitute a fouling 

risk to licensed and legally used fishing 

equipment. 

11.3.4 Spent drilling fluids including separated 

drill materials shall be contained in 

secure bunded areas for off-site disposal 

at a licensed disposal facility. 

11.4 In the case of open cut or trench type 

crossing of waters IFI require as follows: 

11.4.1 Water shall be diverted from upstream 

to downstream the pipeline crossing 

location by means of a secure open 

flume arrangement, or through piping, 

or in limited circumstances, by means of 

over pumping.   

11.4.2 Screening to preclude entry to pumps of 

aquatic life must be carried out. 

11.4.3 The waters being crossed shall be 

effectively dammed both upstream and 

downstream of the trench location so as 

to ensure that works are undertaken in 

the dry. 

11.4.4 Where concrete ballast is used to 

prevent pipelines rising as a result of 

buoyancy, it should be precast. 

11.4.5 Following completion of backfilling, river 

bed and banks shall be reformed to 

match their original profile. 

11.5 It will normally be necessary to 

temporarily remove, using electrofishing 

equipment, fish from the reaches involved. 

 

12. ANGLING AND COMMERCIAL 

FISHING ACCESS. 

12.1 In circumstances where crossings of 

important angling waters are concerned, it will 

often be necessary to provide for angling 

access to and from stretches of water during 

the construction phase of projects.  It is 

important to note that fishing rights are 

property rights and that it is a legal right for 

anglers to access fisheries.  Additionally, 

certain commercial fishing activities may have 

entry and access requirements.  In such site 

specific circumstances, IFI will issue project and 

location specific requirements.   
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representatives of State and public authorities 

undertaking works in order to ensure that 

impacts on the fisheries resource are minimised.  

IFI is obliged to ensure that all structures are 

designed, installed and maintained so as to 

ensure the free upstream and downstream 

movement of aquatic life and the sustainable 

maintenance of the aquatic and associated 

riparian zone. 

14.2 IFI require that contact be established 

and maintained between senior representatives 

of the developer, designer and contractor with 

responsibility for earthworks, structures and 

environmental management issues and relevant 

river basin district personnel in advance of 

commencement and for the duration of the 

specified construction project. 

14.3 IFI has offices located within each of the 

River Basin Districts situated wholly or partly in 

the Republic of Ireland.  Contact details and a 

map showing the locations of IFI’s regional 

offices and areas covered are given in Appendix 

1.   

14.4 Responsibility for waters in the Republic 

of Ireland which form parts of the North 

Western, Neagh Bann and Shannon International 

River Basin Districts lies with IFI Ballyshannon, 

IFI Blackrock and IFI Limerick respectively. 
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APPENDIX 1 

CONTACT DETAILS AND LOCATIONS OF IFI REGIONAL OFFICES 

 
Director,                                               
Inland Fisheries Ireland – Dublin,  
Eastern River Basin District,                    
3044 Lake Drive, 
Citywest Business Campus, 
Co. Dublin. 
Email: blackrock@fisheriesireland.ie  
Tel: +353 1 2787022  
Fax: +353 1 2787025 

Director,                                               

Inland Fisheries Ireland – Clonmel,     

South Eastern River Basin District,             

Anglesea Street, 

Clonmel, 

Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland. 

Email: clonmel@fisheriesireland.ie  

Tel: +00 353 52 6180055 

Fax: +00 353 52 6123971 

Director,                                               

Inland Fisheries Ireland – Macroom,  

South Western River Basin District,                    

Sunnyside House, 

Macroom,  

County Cork, 

Ireland.  

E-mail: macroom@fisheriesireland.ie  

Tel: +353 26 41221 

Fax: +353 26 41223 

Director,                                               

Inland Fisheries Ireland – Limerick, 

Shannon International River              

Basin District,                                         

Ashbourne Business Park, 

Dock Road, 

Limerick,  

Ireland.  

Email: limerick@fisheriesireland.ie  

Tel: +353 61 300238 

Fax: + 353 61 300308 

Director,                                              

Inland Fisheries Ireland – Galway,  

Western River Basin District,                

Teach Breac, 

Earl's Island, 

Galway, 

Ireland. 

Email: galway@fisheriesireland.ie 

Tel: +353 91 563118 

Fax: +353 91 566335 

Director,                                               

Inland Fisheries Ireland – Ballina,  

Western River Basin District,           

Ardnaree House,                                     

Abbey Street, 

Ballina, Co Mayo, 

Ireland. 

Email: ballina@fisheriesireland.ie 

Tel: +353 96 22788 

Fax: +353 96 70543 

Director,                                               

Inland Fisheries Ireland - Ballyshannon, 

North Western International                

River Basin District,                                             

Station Road, 

Ballyshannon, 

Co. Donegal, 

Ireland. 

Email: ballyshannon@fisheriesireland.ie  

Tel: +353 71 9851435  

Fax: +353 71 9851816 
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APPENDIX 2 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

 

The Arterial Drainage Act 1945. 

The Fisheries Consolidation Act 1959 (as amended). 

The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997. 

The Inland Fisheries Act 2010. 

Council Directive 78/659/EEC on the Quality of Freshwaters Needing Protection or 

Improvement in Order to Support Fish Life.  

The European Communities (Quality of Salmonid Waters) Regulations 1988 (S.I. 293 of 

1988). 

European Communities (Quality of Shellfish Waters) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 268 of 2006). 

European Communities (Quality of Shellfish Waters) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 (S.I. 

No. 55 of 2009). 

The Wildlife Act 1976. 

The Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000. 

The Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977. 

The Local Government (Water Pollution) Amendment) Act 1990. 

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). 

The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477 of 

2011). 

The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC). 

The European Communities (Water Policy Regulations 2003 (S.I. 722 of 2003). 

The European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009 

(S.I. 272 of 2009). 

The European Communities Environmental Objectives (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) Regulations 

2009 (S.I. 296 of 2009). 
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GLOSSARY 

Alevin    Newly hatched salmon, trout or related fish usually with a yolk sac attached which 

acts as a primary nutrient source, before it emerges from the spawning gravel to 

begin swimming freely. 

Armouring   Lining of watercourse banks with rock or other material to protect from scour. 

Apron   Erosion protection placed below watercourse bed level in an area of high velocity 

such as downstream of a bridge or culvert. 

Cyprinid  Belonging to the largest European freshwater fish family.  Common examples in 

Irish waters include roach, rudd, dace, minnow, gudgeon bream and carp.   

Ecosystem   Any combination of living and non living components that with a supply of 

matter and energy is self sustaining over a defined period of time 

Electrofishing   Fishing with electrical devices based on electro-taxis and electro-narcosis 

(state of immobility resulting from muscular slackening of fish due to electric current). 

Gabions   Baskets normally made of woven wire and filled with stone/rock or other hard 

material generally used to form erosion resistant structures. 

Habitat   The natural abode of a plant or animal, especially the particular location where it 

normally grows or lives. 

Invasive species   Species that have been introduced, generally by human intervention, 

outside their natural range and whose establishment and spread can threaten native 

ecosystems  

Perched   Set at an elevated level, or in a higher position, and in the context of culverts – 

and scour slabs, the tendency to develop a water fall or cascade due to erosion of a 

watercourse downstream of a structure. 

Riparian  The terrestrial aquatic interphase or area immediately alongside the bank of a 

watercourse. 

Salmonids   The only two indigenous fishes in the genus Salmo in Ireland - Atlantic salmon 

(Salmo salar L.) and brown trout (Salmo trutta L.). 

Terram  A geotextile cloth type permeable material normally made from polypropylene or 

polyester used in construction as a separation layer. 

Toe   The point at which the bottom of a bank and the bed of the alongside watercourse 

intersect. 
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